


Sunday | December 2, 2018 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” - John 1:14 

Welcome to the season of Advent. A time of expectation, wonder, and confusion. Yes, 
confusion. If we stop and think about it, Jesus coming to us in flesh and blood is weird. 
It doesn’t make sense. 

Why would the God of the entire universe send His Son, who is “full of grace and 
truth” down to a broken earth? Have him become a fragile man and dwell with us? 

Maybe the confusion also is apparent throughout this season because it become 
harder to see Jesus dwelling among us through the busyness of Christmas parties, 
finding that one perfect present, preparing to spend time with family, making sure all 
your kids teachers get a Christmas gift, and the other thousand things that happen 
around this time of year. Slowing down to focus on the coming of Jesus doesn’t get 
those little sausage appetizers made or facilitate small talk at awkward work parties. 

But, Advent brings with it an air of expectation and wonder. The hopeful expectation of 
the birth of our Savior and the promise of His return. The wonder of the goodness of 
God sending His Son to give us true love and forgiveness. God’s glory intersects the 
confusion in Jesus. 

Jesus has given Himself freely to dwell with us; to share His grace and truth so that in 
turn we would do the same. So, give grace to yourself when the stress of the season 
overwhelms you. And extend that same grace to others when their Christmas issues 
boil over. Share the truth of God’s love with others: that Jesus came for them, just as 
they are.  

Digging Deeper 
1. What is your favorite part of the Advent/Christmas season? 
2. What does it mean to you that Jesus came to dwell, to inhabit, life with you? 
3. How can you share Christ’s “grace and truth” with someone this week? 



Monday | December 3, 2018 
Read Romans 15:1-6  
This time of year, we hear many different songs that are thrown in the category of 
“Christmas”. All sorts of songs are written for Christmas - some about Jesus’ birth, 
some about time spent with those you love, some about hippos (if you don’t know 
what I’m talking about, take a moment and listen to THIS), and some about snow…a 
lot about snow. All of these tunes conjure up ideas or feelings associated with 
Christmas. Lots of these songs speak of “good tidings” or “glad tidings” (or we could 
say “goodness” or “good vibes” in the modern vernacular) being wished upon others. 
The second verse of our passage in Romans says, “Let each of us please his neighbor 
for his good, to build him up.” Paul is saying that we shouldn’t just wish or ask for 
goodness for our neighbor, but more so, that we are constantly looking for how we 
could bless our them.  

“But . . .” fill in the blank. Don’t we all like to make excuses as to why we don’t build up 
and love our neighbors? We think that it’s too hard, or our neighbors are too weird, or 
maybe that we’re too awkward; and we completely forget the power of God.  But, it is 
because Jesus came down to us, moved into the neighborhood of humanity, that we 
can join Him in loving our neighbors. He is our example. Though Jesus had every 
reason to look at us and think we were undeserving, He did not. He loved us!  

This season we will sing and hear many Christmas songs, carols, and hymns. We will 
sing of glad tidings for our fellow man and of the joy that happens as we celebrate the 
birth of Christ. As you sing them in church, remember that for the person on our left, 
the person on our right, and all those gathered with us in the cafeteria of Hopewell 
Middle School, that we are called to love and encourage them with the love, joy, and 
truth of Jesus. As we hear Christmas songs on the radio, in stores, or at work or school, 
we remember that we go into each of those places to bless our neighbor and share the 
love of Jesus with them in the way we live with and care for them. 

Digging Deeper 
1. What’s your favorite Christmas song? 
2. What is something you can do this week to care for/bless your “physical” neighbors 

(the people that live in the homes or apartments close to you)? Your neighbors of 
proximity (the people you have regular interactions with at work, school, 
restaurants, coffee shops, etc.)? 

3. How can you pray for your neighbors this week? 
4. How might God be calling you to love and bless the people of God at Narrative 

Church? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsvOrtcrA5c


Tuesday | December 4, 2018 
Read John 3:16-18  

Jesus came to save you. Jesus came to save me. Jesus came to save the world. Let me 
say that again, Jesus came to save the whole world. This is what we get to proclaim at 
Christmas, the power of Jesus coming into the world as a baby to share His grace and 
truth. To bring about reconciliation, not judgement.  

Sadly, very often those in the world who do not know or understand the grace and 
truth of Jesus only see Him as one who condemns. They understand what we refer to 
as “The Law”. The Law does several things for us, but chief among them is that it 
shows us our need for a savior. The Law always points us back to The Gospel. The 
Gospel is God’s grace, love, and forgiveness being given to us through the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus came to fulfill the law for us, so we wouldn’t suffer 
what we deserve, but rather be given new life in Him.  

That Gospel truth is for you. That Gospel truth is for me. That Gospel truth is for the 
world.  

Take a moment, and re-read John 3:16-18.  

Jesus came to earth as a baby. During advent we await not only the celebration of His 
birth over 2000 years ago, but we also await the time when He will return again to the 
earth and make all things new. In this time of waiting and in this time of hope we 
celebrate at Christmas, the truth of Jesus’ love and forgiveness is what brings joy. It 
brings joy for you. It brings joy for me. It brings joy to the world. We get to share that 
with one another and with the world. What joy that truly brings! 

Digging Deeper 
1. Have you ever encountered someone that only saw Jesus as someone who 

condemned or judged them for their sins? What was that like?  
2. Take a moment and think about how the Gospel of Jesus has worked in your life to 

make you new in Him. Now, explain how the story of Jesus (the Gospel) has worked 
in your life. 

3. That was probably a little weird or hard and that’s okay. We get better about 
sharing who Jesus is and what He has done in our lives as we do it more. Who is 
someone with whom you can share the Gospel story? 



Wednesday | December 5, 2018 
Read Psalm 46 

Reading through Psalm 46, we find the earth is raging yet God is still in control and we 
are beckoned to, “Be still, and know that I am God.” It’s not often that we take time to 
be still. When we think of Jesus’ birth, it doesn’t seem there was much time spent 
being still or slowing down. Yet, there was stillness in the prayers of Mary, in Joseph’s 
obeying God, in the shepherds celebration, in the wise men’s journey, and in the birth 
of Jesus himself. This stillness broke the normal routine. 

We all have routines and most of us don’t like breaking them. Maybe it’s your morning 
routine before work or school, or maybe it’s a weekly routine you have, or maybe it’s 
even the routine you have for attending Sunday Morning worship. We all like our 
routines, sticking to them, when something comes along we have an adverse reaction. 
When Mary and Joseph contemplate a message from an angle, as the shepherds stand 
in awe of the heavenly host, through the wilderness as the wise men follow the star, or 
in the manger at the birth of Jesus; all reflect a stillness of knowing God’s will and 
power.  

When we have a bad day, or two, or however long, and our routines fall out of 
alignment, we can see it as an excuse to let the inner workings of ourselves rage like 
the earth in Psalm 46. It’s easy then to ignore or be rude or frustrated with those who 
we are called to love. But in the stillness of Jesus being born, submitting Himself to the 
will of God and coming to earth as a helpless baby to live, die, and resurrect for God’s 
glory and our good, we remember what turning to God does. We remember that even 
when our day has been awful, when life has been terrible and routines have been 
changed, we can still turn to God for His power and peace.  

As we seek God in stillness, we remember that He is the only One who gives us the 
power to love others, whether your day has been good or bad. When we are still, we 
allow God to guide us out of our routines and into following His will to love Him and 
love others.   

Digging Deeper 
1. When life is crazy, what do you do to relax or slow down? 
2. How can you slow down today in Sabbath rest - focusing on Jesus?  



Thursday | December 6, 2018 
Read Galatians 3:9-14 

When I was a child, I misunderstood some things about the Bible (as young children - 
and even adults, actually - often do).  

I was scared of the idea that at the end of my life, I would have to stand before God 
and give a complete and thorough account of every single thing I did wrong since 
birth. I thought that this would take a really long time, and that it would be so 
dreadfully embarrassing to recount all of my sins in front of all of Heaven. I thought that 
I would be so sorry for all the “naughty” things I did, like lying to my parents or picking 
on my sister, that I would just start crying and never be able to stop, no matter how 
many times I said I was sorry. 

In some parts of the Bible, it does indeed say that we, as those redeemed and saved 
by Jesus, will have to give an “account” for our time on earth. I don’t know if that 
means we will actually, literally spell out all our sins (if we can even remember them all) 
in front of God and all the saints, or if it will be some other type of reckoning. 

What I do know now that I didn’t realize then, however, was that I won’t be alone 
standing in front of the Father at the end of my life. 

I now live by the truth explained in this section of Scripture: “Now it is evident that no 
one is justified before God by the law, for ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’”   

When I someday kneel at the throne of Heaven someday, I will have a Great High Priest 
at and on my side - one who came down from Heaven at Christmas and was made 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, who was made man to dwell among us. 
This Great High Priest understands what it is like to be human - what it is like to be me. 
What it’s like to be you. What it’s like to be tempted and tried and what it’s like to 
suffer. 

He will stand up for us at the end of all things and make us new; He will redeem us. 

He will never leave us alone.  

Ever. 



Digging Deeper 
1. What are some misconceptions you had about Christmas as a child? 
2. What are some misconceptions you had about the Bible as a child? What are some 

misconceptions you have about the Bible now? 
3. Write down any questions you might have about the Bible and send them to Pastor 

Ted (ted@narrative.church) 

Friday | December 7, 2018 
Read 1 John 2:1-2 

Big word are weird. Right? In today’s reading we run across the word “propitiation”. 
John writes and easy that Jesus is a “propitiation for our sins.”  Propitiation is an action 
meant to regain someone's favor or make up for something you did wrong. John is 
writing and saying, “Hey. Stop sinning. But, if you do mess it up, remember, Jesus died 
on the cross to make up for it.” 

Jesus dwelling with us gives us access to a relationship that had been broken, the 
relationship between us and God. Yesterday we talked about how Jesus steps in our 
place. Instead of seeing our sins, God sees Jesus action (His propitiation) for us. But, 
there is more than simply being saved.  

We have a new relationship with God. In another part of scripture Jesus goes as far as 
to call us friends ! You see, Jesus dwelling among us is about more than just saving us, 1

that is the beginning. As God does, He continues to give us good gifts. One of the 
best gifts is that we have relationship and access to Him, not matter if we fail or fall. 
Jesus is our advocate. His birth, death, and resurrection restore and renew us time and 
again so that we can remain in relationship with God! He calls us friend! 

Digging Deeper 
1. What is an advocate? How does Jesus work as an advocate on our behalf? 
2. What does it mean that Jesus calls us friend? 

 John 15:151

mailto:ted@narrative.church


Saturday | December 8, 2018 
Read Romans 12:1-10 

This section of Scripture is one of my absolute favorites. It’s such a beautiful, all-
encompassing teaching about how to live our lives to the glory of God and to further 
His kingdom: by presenting our bodies as living sacrifices. 

This is a really good way to think of the concept of vocation; that is, how you can live 
your life to the glory of God. Are you good at or enjoy baking? Then bake the glory of 
God. Make some Christmas cookies for your neighbors. Are you good at keeping track 
of details? Lend your gift of detail-keeping to someone who needs it; possibly, the 
church. Are you good at teaching children? Try offering some free babysitting services 
for those who cannot pay for it, or volunteer to teach Sunday School. 

There are so many different ways to present your life as a living sacrifice. We have all 
been so gorgeously gifted in such a myriad of ways. Let us not grow weary in doing 
good, but be transformed by the renewing of our minds in Christ Jesus as we discern 
the will of God in our lives.  

May our love be genuine. May we abhor evil and hold fast to what is good. May we 
love one another this Advent season with brotherly affection, outdoing one another in 
showing honor and giving gifts that reflect the love given to us on Christmas.  

Digging Deeper 

1. What is a talent or gift you have that you could use to further the kingdom of God? 
2. How could you go about using those gifts? 



Sunday | December 9, 2018 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. - John 1:14(NIV) 

Picture this:  Jesus was in heaven with His Father surrounded by saints and angels 
praising Him.  Who would want to leave that home?  You’ve heard of downsizing?  
When God entered time and became a man, He who was boundless became bound.  
Jesus was omni everything, and lived in power, majesty, praise, and glory.  But, for 3 
decades plus 3 years Jesus’ reach was limited to the stretch of His arm.  His speed was 
limited to His human feet.  The king of the universe became a one celled embryo and 
entered the womb of Mary.  That is true downsizing.  And out of the womb His 
existence only became colder and harsher.  Diapers and hunger and flu and achy 
muscles and tired eyes.  It gets worse-  He didn’t exchange His kingdom in heaven for 
an earthly mansion.  He was born into the poverty of a peasant and spent His first night 
in the feed trough of a cow.   

Did you hear the word “dwelling”- that means home.  The king of the universe made 
His home among us.  Why would the King of the universe leave the glory of heaven to 
live among us?  Children’s message answer!  Because He loves us.  And because He 
was obedient to His Father.  Philippians 2:8 tells us the extent of His love:  “And being 
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death
— even death on a cross!” 

Christ left His glorious home in heaven in perfect relationship with His Father; He made 
His home with us, but that wasn’t enough.  In obedience He went to the cross. He 
placed Himself on the cross for my sins for your sins- for the sins of the world.  God so 
loved this world.  He did it for me, for you, what love!  That earthly body for 33 years 
was ripped and torn and crushed for our sins.  Oh but there was some more address 
changing coming.  Death and Satan thought they had won- they thought Jesus’ forever 
home (and ours) was now the grave.  That tomb was a very very short term dwelling.  
When the women came to make a home visit, the angels gave them the change of 
address message, “He is not here.  He is risen.     

And we know His current address: “Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth…”  2

     

 Philippians 2:9-102



Now home for the holidays has a new meaning.  Jesus is back home and when He 
comes again, every knee will bow and every tongue proclaim He is Lord.  Jesus came 
to live with us so that we can forever have a home with Him.   

Digging Deeper 
1. When you decorate your home for Christmas, what is one of your favorite 

decorations? 
2. How does it make you feel to know how much Jesus left in heaven to “dwell among 

us”? 

Prayer:  Dear Jesus,  We thank You for Your love journey to the manger and Your 
sacrificial journey to the cross.  Help us to love those that You love- the world.  
Help us to share the Good News of Your earthly dwelling.  Amen.     



Monday	|	December	10,	2018	

Read Ephesians 2:19-22 

I don’t know about you, but I don’t find it enjoyable to eat alone in a restaurant.  In my 
last 20 years of work life, I was on the road a lot.  I tried eating alone in a “sit down” 
style restaurant a bunch of times but found myself feeling like a stranger, so I would eat 
fast and get out of there!  Fast food or carry out taken back to my motel room became 
my usual fare.   

Our Bible reading for today reminds us that we were once strangers, separated from 
God and from our fellow human beings.  However, because of Jesus’ perfect life, His 
death on the cross as a ransom for our sinfulness, and His victorious resurrection, we 
are NOT strangers but rather part of the “household of God”.  We are family, never to 
be alone in this world again.  That is the church with a big C.  It is also the church with a 
little c.  We are part of the Church which is all over the world, and we are part of 
Narrative Church.  We are far from a perfect church, but one thing is promised in our 
reading. We are told that “In Him, you are also being built together into a dwelling 
place for God by the Spirit”.  Two thoughts: 1) We are “being built”.  That means while 
we have not arrived yet, The Spirit is working on each of us individually and as a local 
church. 2) God lives and dwells plunk in the middle of our little church despite our 
imperfections.  That is a great blessing.  God dwells or lives with us.  He will never 
abandon us.  In fact, we are told that Jesus is the cornerstone, anchoring everything 
together. 

So, as you see guests and people you haven’t met in worship during this Advent and 
Christmas season, remember that they are not strangers or aliens but part of our family 
of disciples or possibly people who are not sure of what they believe but are 
investigating to learn more.  Take a few minutes to introduce yourself to them and 
learn a little about them.  Because God is dwelling among us, we also have blessings 
to offer our neighbors, coworkers, classmates and those who serve us in stores, 
restaurants, or in public service.  Our blessing can be a smile, kind word, a “God Bless 
your Christmas or Holiday” or even an invitation to worship with you at Narrative 
Church. 

Dig Deeper 
1. Who in your circle of relationships might struggle with being alone during this 

season?  Invite them out or over for coffee and a meal. Send a card or note. 
2. When have you ever felt alone?  Who helped you get through it? 



Tuesday	|	December	11,	2018	

Read Colossians 1:13-20 

Our Bible reading for today uses a word to describe Jesus that just doesn’t come up 
much in everyday conversation.  It says that in everything he might be “preeminent”.  
While I did have some idea about the meaning of that word, looking it up on my smart 
phone helped make it’s meaning much clearer. It means foremost, best, renowned, 
chief, illustrious and supreme.  And even those words likely don’t capture its fullest 
meaning.  While I very much like the idea that Jesus is preeminent, I must confess that 
far too often in my life I have made Him a back-shelf Savior.   

Our reading however reminds us that Christmas puts into action God’s plan for us.  We 
have been “delivered from the domain of darkness and transferred to the kingdom of 
Jesus.”  That is one amazing transfer.  Jesus was there at creation.  He was there in His 
approximately 33 years of perfect life.  He was there as He gave Himself up for our 
sake when He died.  He was there as He burst forth alive from His tomb.  He is here 
right now as we are told that “in Him all thing hold together” and He will be there after 
our last breath, welcoming us into His Kingdom of grace. 

I want Jesus to be preeminent in my life.  I want Him to be preeminent in our church.  I 
am praying that He will be preeminent in my Christmas celebration as well.  Family, 
gifts, lights, trees, etc. are just the frosting on the cake.  Everything good in life comes 
because of Him and through Him.  

So – how about you and your family?  Is Jesus preeminent in your life?  That question is 
not asked in order to put you on a guilt trip. It is rather asked to encourage you to pray 
asking the Holy Spirit to make Jesus preeminent, having His rightful place dwelling in 
the center of your life and the life of any other who live in your household. It is a prayer 
which will be honored and answered in the affirmative. 

Dig Deeper 

1. What change could you make in your daily routine so that Jesus is preeminent in 
your life and that of your household? 

Pray: Heavenly Father; send again your Holy Spirit to kindle faith in my heart so 
that Jesus has the place of supreme importance, trusting that He holds all things 
together for my good and for the good of all whom I love.  I ask this in Jesus 
name. Amen. 



Wednesday	|	December	12,	2018	

Read Psalm 63 

Did you notice the central thought in today’s Bible reading?  It is in verse 3.  It states 
“Because your steadfast love is better that life, my lips will praise you.”   Better than 
life?  That is a huge claim.  We do all we can to enhance life, preserve life, and make 
life more enjoyable. We cling to life above all else it seems. Psalm 63 says however that 
God’s “steadfast love is better than life.”  I have a hard time imagining that but I 
believe it.  Life itself is our most valuable earthly possession, and yet King David (the 
author of this Psalm) says that the steadfast love of our God is better than life itself.  It 
is not a command but rather it is a confession.  David goes on to say that because it is 
true, our souls will be satisfied in ways we could not even possibly imagine. 

David wrote this Psalm at a time when he was being attacked on all sides.  He says that 
God has “been my help” and he also says that “those who seek to destroy my life shall 
…be a portion for jackals.”  I don’t know about you, but I really can’t identify any real 
enemies who are attacking me.  However, we know that the devil is always trying to 
attack us; attack our families and even attack our church.  The good news proclaimed in 
this Psalm is that “you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I will sing 
for joy. 8 My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.”  In a world many are 
scared to have their children grow up in; In a world that seems to be against those who 
are disciples of Jesus…we have amazingly good news.  God dwells with us and 
protects us and our families, despite what we see and read in the news of the day.  We 
will have victory! 

So, one of the joys of this season of Advent is that as we await the coming again of the 
Christ Child, we cling to God knowing that his “right hand upholds us.”  That means 
we are supported, encouraged and held close by our Good Father in heaven.  Hold 
fast to that as you await Christmas Eve. 

 
Dig Deeper 

1. What gifts of God in your life do you enjoy the most?   

2. How does your faith in the promises of life eternal with Jesus get even better 
because His “right hand upholds” you? 

3. If you had to identify one way that you see God’s hand or protection in your life 
right now, what would it be?  



Thursday	|	December	13,	2018	

Read Matthew 16:18 

The conversation in Matthew 16:8, our Bible reading for today, takes place in an 
interesting location.  It happens at a place called Caesarea Philippi which today is in 
the Golan Heights area between Israel and Syria. Jesus took the disciples to this 
location to show them a cave.  Outside this cave there were alcoves in the rock with 
statues to the Greek god Pan. To the pagan mind, this cave and spring water at 
Caesarea Philippi created a gate to the underworld. They believed that their city was 
literally at the gates of the underworld.  The river Styx took people directly to Hades or 
Hell.  The disciples were likely shocked that Jesus had taken them right to the heart of 
pagan worship, what the Romans and Greeks called “the gates of hell”  

Jesus points at the cave and tells them that “the gates of hell shall not prevail” against 
the Church which Jesus was building.  Think about that for a moment.  Gates don’t 
move.  They are stationery objects which are there to deny entry of outside forces.  
When Jesus says “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” He is saying that His 
church would literally storm the gates of hell.  Jesus knew that his followers would face 
ridicule and anger as they tried to confront evil. And his words came as a sharp 
challenge: no matter how fierce the resistance, his followers would never hide their 
faith in God.  And the promise is that they would be victorious! 

The Good News is that the victory over the gates of hell is already won through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus.  We are playing on the winning team!  But the game is 
ongoing.  We know the final outcome.  While we live on this earth, we get to be on the 
field.  We share our faith.  We witness to the truth.  We live confidently assure that we 
are loved by Jesus and we share that love with others.  It is a great feeling to know the 
final outcome.  Advent and Christmas are great times in the life of the church as we 
team with Angels to share the news that Christ has come and the victory is won. 



Digging Deeper 

1. Has there been a time in your life where you were happy to be part of a winning 
team? 

2. What battles in your life are you facing right now? 

Pray this prayer:  Father; there are many battles that we face in our life.  Thank you 
for giving us victory over sin and death.  Thanks, as well that you are with us 
through all the difficult times that we face.  Help us always to trust that you are 
with us and love us.  In Jesus Name. Amen 



Friday | December 14, 2018 

Read Acts 2:42 

Everyone went to his own town to register.  Luke 2:3    

Christmas is for many people the time to go to “our own towns.”   This can mean 

spending time with our family or friends, and also time with our faith family at 
Narrative. During this Advent, we take a spiritual journey home.  Our souls need to be 

at home with God.  Spending time with God in prayer and His Word with our faith 
community at Narrative reminds us where we come from:  We have come from God!  
And it defines who we are:  We are children of God!  Advent is the time when we 

remember that Jesus came to make Himself at home with us. And His dwelling with us 
as our Immanuel assures us that God will always have a place for us in His heavenly 

home.   

 Our reading from our Acts 2 reading reminds us of the early church’s time together:  
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and 
miraculous signs were done by the apostles.   All the believers were together and 

had everything in common.   Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to 
anyone as he had need.   Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 

hearts…” 

No me or I or you.  We are more than followers of Christ.  We are children of God and 

parts of His body.  The first generation of Christians was a tinderbox of contrasting 
backgrounds and cultures.  How can people of such varied backgrounds get along 
together?  The early Church got along through the clearest of messages (the Cross) 

and the simplest of tools (time together.)    I grew up with a large extended family 
which meant celebrations, especially Christmas, were spent with lots people who loved 

you.  (Lots of amazing food too.)  This Advent and Christmas at Narrative may we show 
Christ’s amazing love when we gather with our faith family.   



Digging Deeper 

1. What are some of your favorite family Christmas memories? 

2. What are some of your favorite memories of Christmas worship? 

Prayer:  Dear Jesus,  We thank You for Your love journey to the manger and Your 
sacrificial journey to the cross.  Help us to love those that You love- the world.  
Help us to share the Good News of Your earthly dwelling.  Amen.     



Saturday | December 15, 2018 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let 
us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

- Hebrews 10:24-25  

One day God came to earth.  He wasn’t just helping us, He was one of us.  He was in 
our skin.  Many people didn’t recognize Him as God of course.  They expected more in 

the way of special effects, not someone who would take on our limitations.  Many saw, 
but few recognized Him.  What blinded them was pride.  When it was time for Jesus to 

leave the earth, Jesus said that His friends were lucky because the Holy Spirit would 
come and form a new community.  Although His bodily presence was leaving the earth, 
this new community would become Jesus’ new body- “the body of Christ” –through 

which His presence would get extended.  In some way, which we don’t fully 
understand, God has incarnated Himself again.  He is present to us through people. 

• How does the Bible use the word “church”?  Is there a difference in this 
definition and how we tend to use the word? 

The puzzle is partially complete, but the picture isn’t quite clear yet.  You can make out 
something sort of yellow in the sky, some kind of building forming over on the left.  
People are in the foreground, but who knows how many.  Over next to your half-

completed puzzle are a bunch of pieces in irregular shapes and sizes.  Every nub and 
notch is different.  They might not look like much in a pile over there, but every one of 

them has a perfect fit as the puzzle is pieced together.  God has created you with 
interests, gifts, and connections that match the deepest needs in the world today.  You 
might not see it coming…  the pieces don’t seem to fit anywhere at times.  Then the 

perfect chance comes, the opportunity to make life count.  It all fits together and the 
picture becomes clear.  Remember:  the puzzle remains incomplete without you and 

me.   

Our Hebrews reading helps us understand how we love like the body of Christ:  spur 
each other on toward love and good deeds, meet together, and encourage one 

another.  Let’s do it. 



Digging Deeper 

1. What is your puzzle piece like?  What are your interests, gifts, and connections? 

2. How can God use you to share the Christmas Gospel? 

Prayer:  Dear Jesus,  We thank You for Your love journey to the manger and Your 
sacrificial journey to the cross.  Help us to love those that You love- the world.  
Help us to share the Good News of Your earthly dwelling.  Amen.  



Sunday | December 16, 2018 
Read John 1:14 

“Give me one good reason.” 

“We’re doing it for an old pal in the Army.” 

“Well, it's not good, but it’s a reason.” 

That exchange happens several times between Bing Crosby and Danny Kaye in the 
Holiday classic, White Christmas. Since 1954 the smooth vocals of Bing have wafted 
through many living rooms. The comedic timing of Danny has brought laughter to 
scores of families.  

Take a minute and think of your favorite Christmas movie. If you’re doing this devotion 
with a group or your family, share what your favorite Christmas movie is and why. There 
are a whole host to choose from: The Polar Express, A Christmas Story, A Christmas 
Carol, Elf, Miracle on 34th Street, The Santa Clause, A Charlie Brown Christmas, The 
Grinch Who Stole Christmas, and many, many more.  

Christmas has its own movie genre. It has its own dedicated channel (looking at you 
Hallmark). People expect holiday movies, they look forward to them and often times 
seek to share the viewing experience with loved ones. During this season the 
surrounding culture is looking for uplifting and cherished stories to experience 
together. 

Which brings us back to John 1:14. The Word, Jesus, becomes flesh for us. He makes 
His dwelling here. It is often times called the greatest story ever told. And around this 
time of year people want to hear good stories.  

Jesus comes to dwell among the nations. In our nation, people are ready at this 
season. Don’t get sidetracked if people replace “Merry Christmas” with “Happy 
Holidays” or don’t have the same traditions as you. Instead, look for the opportunities 
to tell the story of God coming to dwell amongst us during a season where culture is 
desiring a good narrative. 

And that, is one good reason to share the story of the birth of Jesus. 



Monday | December 17, 2018 
"You shall have no other gods before me. "You shall not make for yourself a carved 
image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.” Exodus 20:3-4 

What is that one Christmas present you remember waiting for with uncontrollable 
excitement? Or maybe the one that you fought the crowds to buy for your kids? The 
feeling of opening that one thing you were hoping for is a rush. Watching the face of 
someone for whom you have bought the perfect gift...priceless. 

But what about 2 days later? 2 weeks? 2 months? The excitement is a thing of the past 
and the newness has worn off. Now, don’t go thinking that Christmas presents are bad. 
They are a lot of fun! But, just like anything in this world, it loses its shine. 

The passage from Exodus above is the first commandment. In Luther’s Small Catechism 
this commandment is explained this way: 

Thou shalt have no other gods.  
What does this mean?  
We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 

There will be plenty of “shiny” things in this world that will try and pull your attention 
from God. Whether it's your favorites sports team, food, where you live, or people in 
your life. These things aren’t bad, but do you put them in front of fearing, loving, and 
trusting God?  

When Jesus comes down to dwell amongst us, which we remember every Christmas 
season, he does something no other idol can: He doesn’t let us down. Idols will always 
disappoint us. Jesus in the flesh never does. He comes as a baby to go to the cross 
and rise from the grave.  

That never loses its shine. 

Digging Deeper 

1. What is your favorite Christmas present you have ever received? 

2. What are some things in your life that can become more important than God? 

3. Go Listen to Come Thou Long Expected Jesus by Red Mountain Music to 
remember how good Jesus coming to earth is for us!  

https://open.spotify.com/track/5XJDe14Y54Vn85XJgWpt7w?si=y3Qx6UUWS9aXHm3scH_1AA


Tuesday | December 18, 2018 
“When my life was fainting away, I remembered the LORD, and my prayer came to you, 
into your holy temple. Those who pay regard to vain idols forsake their hope of 
steadfast love. But I with the voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; what I have 
vowed I will pay. Salvation belongs to the LORD!" Jonah 2:7-9 

Jonah is not the smartest guy. He was a prophet of God and when God told him to do 
something...he ran away.  

From God.  

Well, he tried to run away. It ended up that he got caught in a storm and swallowed by 
a large fish for three days. I think God won that round. But why was Jonah running? 
Because God told him to take a message to the Ninevites. These were some bad 
people. Jonah was afraid and he didn’t want God’s message of forgiveness to reach 
people who were so  bad. But God wanted him there.  

Our scripture reading today comes from the prayer that Jonah prays while in the belly 
of the fish. He is reminded that God’s ways are better. That hoping in idols is worthless, 
but faith in the steadfast love of God never fails. Jonah ends up taking that message of 
hope to the people of Nineveh. 

Where are people this season who need to hear about the love of Jesus? Do you know 
some people that might need that message but you would prefer to run away from 
God? You see, the Ninevites were those people who put their trust in idols. So too 
there are many today who want to hope in things of the world: money, people, sports, 
hard work. But all those things will fail and there is one place to find steadfast love.  

You have that message this season. Don’t run away, take it to people who need to hear 
it. 

Digging Deeper 

1. What do you think it might be like to live in the belly of a fish for three days? 

2. What scares you about sharing the steadfast love of Jesus with others? 

3. Learn more about Jonah by checking out this video.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLIabZc0O4c


Wednesday | December 19, 2018 
Read Psalm 96 

Make sure to read Psalm 96. Go ahead. We will wait for you. It’s only 13 verses.  

Done? Great. 

Psalm 96 is a psalm of praise. It calls its readers to praise God because of his 
goodness. It reminds people that God is their salvation, there is nothing on this earth 
that is His equal. Here is the question: How do you praise God at Christmas? 

The writer of this psalm encourages us to, “Sing to the Lord a new song…”. Why a new 
song? Not because the old ones are bad, but because God is so good that all the old 
songs cannot contain Him! We need to keep finding new ways to praise His name! 

Think of all the songs we sing at Narrative. Then there are all kinds of other songs out 
there from praise anthems to solemn hymns. All of these communicate the glories of 
the Lord. But there are some out there that talk specifically to certain seasons of the 
church year. Such as Advent and Christmas. 

There are a great many Advent and Christmas songs that speak to the glory of the 
Lord. From What Child is This to Go Tell it on the Mountain, many songs have been 
written to tell the wondrous work of Jesus coming to dwell amongst us. 

Take some time. Find some friends or family. Share your favorite Advent or Christmas 
songs with them. Crank them loud while you do your holiday baking. Turn up the 
volume as you drive around town doing your Christmas errands. Let these songs 
declare who God is to you and the world over and over again.  

If you’re feeling especially courageous...sing along! 

Digging Deeper 

1. Sing a verse or chorus of your favorite Advent/Christmas song. Everyone gets to 
pick one! 

2. Check out this incredible Advent playlist curated by our own Chelsey Doering. 

https://open.spotify.com/user/chelsjoy/playlist/6g8I7olI9nZtc7p6fXOUwe?si=prCl_dv6RDKKPe3Vpc5jvg


Thursday | December 20, 2018 
Read Romans 1:21-23 

In this section of Scripture, Paul is going into a creative re-telling of the book of 
Genesis. In it, He shows how all the Gentile world – all the nations – have become 
trapped in the spiral of sin and selfishness. The human heart and mind are broken, and 
we have turned away from God to embrace idolatry, which means finding ultimate 
significance in created things and then turning to give our ultimate allegiance to these 
things, which are not God. This results in destructive behavior and a distortion of our 
humanity. 

What really struck me about this section, however, is the first part: “For although they 
knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.” This is a temptation I 
think I fall prey to quite often, and one I don’t always recognize in myself. I know quite 
a bit (at least, I think I do) about God, yes, but how often do I really honor Him? How 
often do I take His Word from conceptual knowledge to practical action? How often do 
I actually listen to the verses I have memorized, and follow the prompting of the Holy 
Spirit? How often do I just ignore it and carry on like nothing in me has been made 
new? 

(The answer, in case you’re wondering, is way more often that I should.) 

This Advent, I am striving to not be like the man who intently looks at his face in a 
mirror and then turns away, promptly forgetting what he looks like. This Advent, I am 
striving to practically, physically honor God with everything I have and do, including 
gift-wrapping and cooking-baking. 

After all, this is the season in which we remember the ultimate physical action: that of 
an omnipotent, all-powerful God coming down to live among us, to teach and love and 
redeem us in a way we could not have understood otherwise. 

Digging Deeper 
1. Pick a Bible verse you especially like and memorize it.  
2. As you memorize it, think about what it means to move that knowledge from your 

head to your heart. 
3. What can you now physically, practically do this Advent season to carry this verse 

out into the world? 



Friday | December 21, 2018 

Read Matthew 6:25-34 

I have always loved and been especially convicted by this section of Scripture. I am a 
planner and a list-maker, and though I really try not to worry, it is always a struggle for 
me. 

That’s one of the more stressful parts of the Advent season, right? The planning: the 
gift-buying (and the budgeting so that the gifts may be purchased) and/or gift-making, 
the cleaning, the decorating, the cooking, the packing, the traveling, the hosting….  

The “extras” of this season can be fun, but they can also be sources of anxiety. 

And then there are the even harder parts of the season. We live in a world of broken, 
sinful people (even the people of God, who are redeemed and made new, are 
simultaneously saint and sinner), and when broken, sinful people get together in their 
families of origin, anxieties arise. Anxieties lead to arguments or cold silence or further 
into the arms of addiction. Anxieties can lead to loneliness, too, especially when a 
person is missing their loved ones who are no longer here. 

I’ve heard it said that we all have a hole in our souls – one that we try to fill with things 
that we think will make us feel better. Some of these “things” aren’t sinful in 
themselves, but when we try to make them fit into the God-shaped hole, they never 
work. We are always left wanting that next new shiny thing we think will finally make us 
feel complete: that job promotion, that missing loved one, that car, that engagement 
ring, that…. 

My in-laws’ marriage verse is “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be added to you.” They have a cross-stitch of it hanging up in 
their house, and I would stare up at it every night I spent in their guest room. It’s one of 
those verses I don’t think I will ever forget – hopefully, I never do. What a beautiful and 
practical idea by which to live: Seek Him first, and all these things you’re worrying 
about will be taken care of. 

Sounds trite, I know, but in my limited experience, I have found it to be true – even if 
it’s not the way I would expect or want. 
And it’s the Bible – the holy Word of God. Must be true. 



Digging Deeper 
1. What are some things you worry about? Make a list and then pray over it, giving 

these worries away to God. “Giving” something over to God doesn’t necessarily 
mean you won’t worry about them anymore, but repeating this discipline whenever 
you start to worry can draw you closer to the God who loves you and is taking care 
of you. 

2. Now, make a list of things you are thankful for; gifts God has given you. Pray over 
this, too, and instead of going back to your list of worries, try going back to this list, 
instead. Add to it whenever you think of something new. 

 

Saturday, December 22, 2018 

Read Isaiah 42:1-12 

My mom’s favorite Advent hymn is O Holy Night (it’s one of my favorites, too, but I 
don’t know that I could ever pick an ultimate favorite). The lyrics of the third verse of O 
Holy Night immediately came to my mind after I read this section of Scripture. 

Truly, He taught us to love one another,  
His law is love and His gospel is peace.  

Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother.  
And in His name, all oppression shall cease.  

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,  
Let all within us praise His holy name. 

It’s been difficult for me, personally, to keep the authority and promise of God’s chain-
breaking justice at the forefront of my mind this year. As I read story after story of 
heinous abuses of power, thefts of money and dignity, trafficking of the vulnerable, and 
of hate and murder, I can feel my grief turning into a fury that tempts me to sin. 
I don’t believe that the world is any more evil than it has been in ages past. I think the 
only thing that has really changed is my awareness of the depravity of man. This section 
of Scripture and these beautiful lyrics point me back to my baptism and identity in 
Christ, and propel me forward into the good works I know God has created in advance 
for me to do. 

I can’t help but think that Placide Cappeau de Roquemaure (how’s that for a tongue-
twister?), the French wine merchant who wrote the poem in 1847 after being asked to 
do so by his parish priest, must have been reading this same section of Scripture as he 
composed these lines. I love how Scripture connects us in thought, word, and deed to 



saints who have gone on before us. How comforting that Jesus is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever. How beautiful and reassuring that His love and justice have won the 
battle for us, and will be brought to completion on the day He returns. 

No one knows when He’ll come back, but we can trust that He will. And when He does, 
love will reign, chains will dissolve, and all oppression shall cease. And in the 
meantime, may we be given the strength and endurance to raise grateful choruses of 
joy as we work to further the Kingdom. 

Digging Deeper 
1. Watch The Bible Project’s video on Justice. 
2. What kinds of works do you think God has prepared in advance for you, personally, 

to do? 
3. How could you go about doing one of those works? Make a plan.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A14THPoc4-4&t=0s&list=PLH0Szn1yYNec-HZjVHooeb4BSDSeHhEoh&index=15


Sunday | December 23, 2018 
Read John 1:14 

When I (Pastor Ted) was a senior in high school, my sister spent a semester abroad 
studying in London. My parents saved up and flew us over to visit her over the week of 
Thanksgiving. The week was incredibly full. Taking the Tube every morning into London 
central we visited Big Ben, Parliament, The Cabinet War Rooms, the Tower of London, 
Buckingham Palace, and the list goes on. My family doesn’t play when it comes to 
touring a cool place. 

Needless to say, by the end of the week I was getting tired. It was with complaining 
that I trudged through Trafalgar Square and into the National Gallery. If there is one 
place you are most likely not to find me it is in an art museum. My mom handed me a 
museum brochure and I drug my heals as we started looking at paintings and 
sculptures. As my family continued in awe around another room full of old things, I 
found a bench and sat down, content to be off my feet. Bored, in the days before 
smart phones, I began flipping through the brochure. 

Within the first page turn I sat up and got excited. I ran over to my mom and grabbed 
her and we ran to a different wing of the National Gallery. We skidded to a halt in front 
of a painting that took up an entire wall. It was Titian’s Bacchus and Ariadne. Which 
sounds boring. But, I had just finished a Renaissance Art section in my AP European 
History class. My teacher had lectured on this painting.  

At a rapid pace I drug my mom from one painting to the next. All paintings that we had 
seen in class. I was experiencing something strange. These were all historic artifacts on 
a page, but all of a sudden, they had come to life. They had gone from a world of 
learning and theory, to one that had become physical and right in front of me. All I 
could think about was getting home to tell my teacher that I had seen all of these 
paintings up close. 

And isn’t that what happens at Christmas? God, creator but unseen, steps down from 
heaven and becomes physical. He dwells among us. The great I AM became an infant. 
For us. John would put it this way in chapter 3 of his Gospel, "For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him…” 

All the world. God loved the world. Not just some of it. All of it. As followers of Jesus 
our joy is to see God physically through His Word and His Sacraments. We get to be in 
awe and wonder of the nearness of Him. Now, let’s go tell the world. 



Digging Deeper 

1. When was a time that something became real to you? 

2. Go listen to Drew Holcomb and the Neighbor’s Go Tell it on the Mountain. 

Monday December 24, 2018 
Read Luke 2:1-20 

The Christmas story has everything. Innkeepers. Shepherds. Angels. Mary and Joseph. 
Baby Jesus. This devotion will not be long. The story covers it pretty well. Here is what 
we would ask. Stop at some point today with your friends and family and read these 
passages of scripture.  

In the midst of last minute shopping, cooking, and wrapping.  

Stop. 

Take a breath. Make some hot chocolate. Light some candles. Read the story of the 
savior coming to dwell in the world. 

Digging Deeper 

1. When was the first time you remember hearing the Christmas story? 

2. What is your favorite part of the Christmas story? 

https://open.spotify.com/track/5Ra5c3HCBqTbGED1Baj4KS?si=UvLC5NbLR_Wkov2EpF19ww


Tuesday | December 25, 2018 
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying 
out with a loud voice, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!" And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and 
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God, saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and 
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen." Then one of the elders 
addressed me, saying, "Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have 
they come?" I said to him, "Sir, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones 
coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. - Revelation 7:9-14 

“...a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages…” 

The picture of heaven is one of all peoples. From every corner of the earth. From 
Round Rock to Timbuktu, Georgetown to Indonesia, and everywhere in between. At 
Christmas we celebrate the fact that Jesus didn’t come to redeem a particular people, 
he came to redeem the world. 

Now, the world is out there, but it is also outside your living room windows. As JRR 
Tolkien wrote, “It's a dangerous business...going out your door. You step onto the road, 
and if you don't keep your feet, there's no knowing where you might be swept off to.” 

Jesus has called us as his people to dwell in our neighborhoods, schools, coffeeshops, 
burger joints, workplaces, and churches. He has placed us where we are. Now, 
following Jesus as He moves in the world will never be easy, but at Christmas we 
remember that He came to dwell with us. We are not on our own. The nations are right 
outside our front doors. 

And maybe, just maybe, He is calling to sweep us off into some Gospel adventures in 
the places where we dwell, right outside our front doors. 

Digging Deeper 

1. What excites you about the world being right outside your front door? What 
frightens you about that? 

2. Where do you see Jesus already at work in the places you dwell?


